REGILDING THE CRESCENT
the abolition of the guarantee, and the conse-
quent diminution of enthusiasm on the part of
concessionaires, we may also look for a wider
application of the fara da se principle to public
enterprise; and indeed Sassoun Effendi, deputy
for Bagdad, has proposed it also in the case of
the navigation of the Tigris and Euphrates, the
monopoly of which was vested in Ottoman
steamers belonging to the Civil List of the
Sultan, with three other steamers (between
Bagdad and Bussorah) on the Tigris belonging
to Messrs. Lynch.
The Turkish Government includes among its
fondest ambitions that of doing away with the
foreign post offices, but so little is done to
encourage the Powers to sanction such a change
that, unless the Ottoman Postal Service is
promptly reorganised, it will rather be a question
of putting the inland department wholly in the
hands of foreigners. There is, of course, some
sort of native postal service. We have improved
on the days in which Napoleon planned that
overland post of his from Europe to India, by
way of Constantinople and Bagdad, at a cost of
25 francs per letter. But the delays are beyond
all reason. As a case in point, from my own
practical experience, I may mention that during
a residence of two months at Derinje, which is
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